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Commissioner for Patents 



The reply filed on 26 February 2004 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of the 
following omission(s) or matter(s): the responses to the rejections under 35 USC §§ 102(a) and 103 merely ask 
for said rejections to be held in abeyance. However, this is not sufficient under 37 CFR 1.1 11(b), which states: 

(b) In order to be entitled to reconsideration or further examination, the applicant or patent owner must reply to 
the Office action. The reply by the applicant or patent owner must be reduced to a writing which distinctly and 
specifically points out the supposed errors in the examiner's action and must reply to every ground of objection 
and rejection in the prior Office action . . . [underline emphasis added] 

Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the 
mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Certain papers related to this application, OTHER THAN OFFICIAL RESPONSES, may be submitted directly to the Examiner by 
facsimile transmission at (571) 273-0770. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notices published in the Official Gazette, 
1 156 OG 61 (November 16, 1993) and 1 157 OG 94 (December 28, 1993)(see 37 CFR ' 1.6(d)). (703) 872-9306 may be used without 
notification of the Examiner, with such faxed papers being handled in the manner of mailed responses. Applicant is encouraged to 
use the latter fax number unless immediate action by the Examiner is required, e.g., during discussions of claim language for 
allowable subject matter. NO DUPLICATE COPIES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED so as to avoid the processing of duplicate papers 
in the Office. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the Examiner with respect to the examination on the 
merits should be directed to James Ketter whose telephone number is (571) 272-0770. The Examiner normally can be reached on M- 
F (9:00-6:30), with alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Remy Yucel, can be reached at (571) 
272-0781. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-1600. 
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